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	00:00:02
	S1
	It is August 23, 2019.  My name is Roger Emsley and I’m interviewing John Forbes to give us the story of his involvement with Leo computers from the earliest days.  Good morning, John.  We are recording this interview as part of the Leo Computers Society oral history project.  The audio version and the transcript will be lodged at a central archive and made available for researchers and members of the public.  John, perhaps you’d like to introduce yourself and tell us a little bit about your earlier life?

	00:00:42
	S2
	My name is John Forbes.  I was born in Dundee, Scotland.  I was there for 10 days.  Evidently, I was being difficult at the time.  This was back in July 1936.  At the time, my family lived in Perth about 20 miles west of Dundee.  My father was a pharmacist.  He owned two pharmacies, one in Perth and one in Pitlochry.  My mother did not work.

	00:01:19
	S1
	So, any earlier memories of that time?

	00:01:22
	S2
	Well, I was sent off to a prep school at the age of eight and then onto public school, having won the top scholarship to get into there.  I was in the classic stream until the sixth form and then I moved, at my request, into the modern languages stream thinking that might be a little bit more useful to me in the future.  One interesting day there was on the very last day when the head of the maths department came up to me and expressed his disappointment that I had not studied maths further.  O-level was as far as I got.  It proved to be somewhat interesting for the future.  I then went to St Andrew’s University, where I got an MA in French and German and in 1958 through to 1960, I did national service.  I opted to go into the education corps as I thought that teaching was going to be my thing, I’d done some teaching in the summer vacations when the university ended earlier than the prep schools and I went off to teach in prep schools for a couple of years.

	00:02:58
	S1
	But had you heard of computers before you started into your career?

	00:03:02
	S2
	Well, can I go back to national service because they seem to like that?


[00.03.05]

[End of Audio]
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